
Reading Book Ideas - Year Three 
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 Tales of 

Extraordinary Women by Elena Favilli 

What if the princess didn't marry Prince Charming but 
instead went on to be an astronaut? What if the jealous 
step sisters were supportive and kind? And what if the 
queen was the one really in charge of the kingdom? 

 Illustrated by sixty female artists from every corner of 
the globe, Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls introduces 
us to one hundred remarkable women and their 
extraordinary lives, from Ada Lovelace to Malala, 
Amelia Earhart to Michelle Obama. Empowering, 
moving and inspirational, these are true fairy tales for 
heroines who definitely don't need rescuing.

The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl 

What happens when the hunter becomes the hunted? 

To the Gregg family, hunting is just plain fun. To the girl 
who lives next door, it's just plain horrible. She tries to be 
polite. She tries to talk them out of it, but the Greggs 
only laugh at her. Then one day the Greggs go too far, 
and the little girl turns her Magic Finger on them. When 
she's very, very angry, the little girl's Magic Finger takes 
over. She really can’t control it, and now it's turned the 
Greggs into birds! Before they know it, the Greggs are 
living in a nest, and that's just the beginning of their 
problems… 

One of many wonderful books written by Roald Dahl. 

Mrs Pepperpot Stories by Björn Berg 

A compilation of 20 classic Mrs Pepperpot tales. 

Mrs Pepperpot can't choose when she will shrink to 
the size of a pepperpot - it just happens. 
But whatever she encounters, whether it be a 
mountain of pancakes, a crafty fox or a monstrous 
mousetrap, little Mrs Pepperpot will always come 
out on top. 

The Mrs Pepperpot tales are delightful short stories 
for children, perfect for fans of Dick King Smith and 
Enid Blyton.

The Magic Carpet’s Guide to Earth’s Forbidden 
Places by Patrick Makin 

Where would you go if you had a magic carpet?  

Take the journey of a lifetime and explore 19 real-
life, off-limits locations… Whether you’d prefer to 
visit a volcano, do some supernatural sightseeing 
in Area 51, take a tour of the remotest island on 
Earth, or plunder the Secret Archives of the 
Vatican, the magic carpet will cover the four 
corners of the globe – and reveal hundreds of 
hidden secrets in between!



Reading Book Ideas - Year Three 
The Wolf’s Secret  

by Nicholas Digard and Myriam Dahman 

Wolf is a hunter, feared by every creature. But he 
has a secret: in the middle of the forest lives a girl 
whose beautiful voice has entranced him . . . 

The Wolf longs for friendship. But is he prepared to 
sacrifice his own true nature in order for his wish to 
come true?  

A beautiful and lyrical contemporary fairy tale 
about difference, trust and the power of friendship 
to overcome any obstacle.

Outside: A Guide to Discovering Nature  
by Maria Ana Peixe Dias and Ines Teixeira do 

Rosario 

Who does this footprint belong to? 
What is this worm up to? 
What is the name of this tree? 
Even if we live in the city, nature is still all around us: 
clouds and stars, trees and flowers, rocks and beaches, 
birds, reptiles or mammals. 
What are we waiting for? 
Let’s jump off the couch and begin exploring! 

This book aims to arouse your curiosity about fauna, 
flora and other aspects of the natural world. It includes 
suggestions for activities and many illustrations to help 
the whole family get started, leave the house, and go 
out to discover – or simply admire – the amazing world 
that exists outdoors.

Space Kids: An Introduction For Young 
Explorers by Steve Parker 

We begin with the enormity of the big bang. And travel 
from the big and inconceivable - slowly but surely 
getting smaller and smaller - until we reach the most 
spectacular thing in the universe: the tiny human who is 
holding Space Kids 

Space Kids: An Introduction for Young Explorers is 
designed to inspire awe at the great big universe 
around us. Covering topics such as stars, planets, 
moons, alongside the basics of gravity and even how 
astronauts are able to eat and sleep in space; each 
page takes us through the complexities of the universe 
with a fresh and original style. This is a space book that 
not only teaches young explorers about what is out 
there but also serves as reminder about just how 
special we are here on planet Earth. 

Willow Wildthing and the Swamp Monster  
by Gill Lewis 

When Willow crosses the boundary to the patch of 
woodland behind her house, something amazing 
happens: she enters The Wilderness, where magic and 
nature collide. It holds more than you could possibly 
imagine: secrets, shadows, a witch. Even a monster. 
Here she meets the Wild Things, a group of children 
who have taken on the characteristics of the wild 
creatures they are named after. For when you are in 
The Wilderness, the only limit to the world is your 
imagination.  

With beautiful, lyrical storytelling from Gill Lewis, and 
stunning two-colour illustrations throughout from 
Rebecca Bagley, this is a joyful celebration of the power 
of nature and the imagination, encouraging children to 
explore, be curious, resilient, and adventurous.



Reading Book Ideas - Year Three 
The Boy Who Grew Dragons  

by Andy Shepherd 

When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at the bottom 
of his grandad's garden, he doesn't think much of it. But 
he takes the funny fruit from the tree back into the 
house - and gets the shock and delight of his life when 
a tiny dragon hatches! The tree is a dragonfruit tree, 
and Tomas has got his very own dragon, Flicker ... 
Tomas soon finds out that life with Flicker is great fun, 
but also very ... unpredictable. Yes, dragons are 
wonderful, but they also set fire to your toothbruth and 
leave your pants hanging from the TV aerial. Tomas has 
to learn how to look after Flicker - and quickly. And then 
something extraordinary happens - more dragonfruits 
appear on the tree. Tomas is officially growing 
dragons ... 

The first book in a sparky new series.

The Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine 

Okay, Okay. So hang me. I killed the bird. For pity's sake, 
I'm a cat. 

Poor Ellie is horrified when Tuffy drags a dead bird into 
the house. Then a mouse. But Tuffy can't understand 
what all the fuss is about.  

Who on earth will be the next victim to arrive through 
the cat-flap? Can soft-hearted Ellie manage to get her 
beloved pet to change his wild, wild ways before he 
ends up in even deeper trouble? 

The hilarious antics of Tuffy and his family as told by the 
killer cat himself.  

The first book in the ‘Killer Cat’ series. 

Super Happy Magic Forest: The Humongous 
Fungus by Matty Long 

The Super Happy Magic Forest is the friendliest, 
most frolic-filled place in all the world, but very 
occasionally some evil-doer likes to come along 
and disturb the peace. That's when our five brave 
heroes to step up to save the day-there's Blossom 
the unicorn, Tinkle the pixie, Herbert the gnome, 
Hoofius the faun, and a plucky little mushroom 
called Trevor. Prepare for epic adventures, the odd 
picnic-break, and plenty of fun-filled frolics! 

The most recent book in the ‘Super Happy Magic 
Forest’ series. 

Harriet Versus the Galaxy by Samantha Baines 

The intergalactic adventure starts at home with 
Harriet, who discovers that her hearing-aid can do 
more than she ever bargained for when she finds 
an alien in her room. Discovering that her family 
secretly work for an intergalactic agency, Harriet 
becomes the Earth's first line of defence as the 
only one who can understand the invaders. Sure, 
her hearing aid helps her understand aliens from 
across the universe, if only she could understand 
her own feelings.



Reading Book Ideas - Year Four 
Glitch by Sarah Grayley 

Izzy has an incredible secret -- she can enter the world 
of her new video game! 
She meets Rae, a robot who says Izzy is destined to 
save Dungeon City from the Big Boss. 
How is this possible?! And how can she fight for this 
virtual world when she's got a whole real life to keep up 
with: her family (though she could do without her mom's 
annoying cat), and her best friend, Eric. 
Things get even weirder when Izzy loses a life while 
inside the game, and she starts to worry about what 
might happen if she gets a Game Over for good. 
Meanwhile, Eric has been super upset with Izzy since 
she's been keeping secrets and bailing on their plans. 
Can Izzy survive Dungeon City and save their 
friendship?..

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. 
Where had he come from? Nobody knows. 
How was he made? Nobody knows. 

Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful 
destruction by the Iron Man and set a trap for him, 
but he cannot be kept down. Then, when a terrible 
monster from outer space threatens to lay waste 
to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way to 
save the world.

Gut Garden: A Journey into the Wonderful 
World of Your Microbiome by Katie Brosnan 

Within our bodies hides an entire world of 
organisms called microbes. They digest our food 
and protect our immune systems, and without 
them, we would die. Through Katie Brosnan s 
personable illustrations, we follow the digestive 
process from the moment the food enters our 
mouths to the moment the waste leaves our 
bodies. Along the way we are introduced to a 
variety of microbes good and bad and gain an 
insight into the vast ecosystem that exists inside 
us. 

Operation Gadgetman! by Malorie Blackman 

Beans calls her dad 'Gadgetman' because of the 
weird and wonderful gadgets he comes up with - 
everything from exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But 
when Gadgetman accidentally invents a device 
that could be used to steal millions of pounds, the 
wrong people find out and Gadgetman is 
kidnapped!With the help of her friends - and her 
special Gadgetman Spy Kit - Beans is determined 
to track down the kidnappers and rescue her dad. 
But can she find Gadgetman before he is forced to 
hand over the details of his invention...?



Reading Book Ideas - Year Four 
How To Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish 
Viking with a longish name. Hiccup's father is chief of 
the Hairy Hooligan tribe which means Hiccup is the 
Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan throne - but 
most of the time Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, 
finding it hard to be a Hero.  

In the first How to Train Your Dragon book Hiccup must 
lead ten novices in their initiation into the Hairy 
Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their dragons or be 
BANISHED from the tribe FOR EVER! 

But what if Hiccup's dragon resembles an ickle brown 
bunny with wings? And has NO TEETH? The 
Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus is stirring and wants 
to devour every Viking on the Isle of Berk . . . 
Can Hiccup save the tribe - and become a Hero?

Max and the Millions by Ross Montgomery 

Max is used to spending time alone - it's difficult to 
make friends in a big, chaotic school when you're 
deaf. He prefers to give his attention to the little 
things in life . . . like making awesome, detailed 
replica models. 
Then Mr Darrow, the school caretaker and fellow 
modeller, goes missing. Max must follow his parting 
instruction: 'Go to my room. You'll know what to do.' 
There on the floor he finds a pile of sand . . . and in 
the sand is Mr Darrow's latest creation . . . a tiny 
boy, no bigger than a raisin, Luke, Prince of the 
Blues. And behind the tiny boy . . . millions of others 
- a thriving, bustling, sprawling civilization!

The Diamond Brothers in The Falcon's 
Malteser by Anthony Horowitz 

When a dwarf comes into the office and leaves a 
package, Tim Diamond, the world's worst private-
detective, is faced with his toughest case yet. The 
office is ransacked and the package is found to 
contain simply a box of Maltesers. Who was the 
dwarf  and why was he murdered shortly after his 
visit? 

The first book in the ‘Diamond Brothers Mystery’ 
series. 

The Firework Maker's Daughter  
by Philip Pullman 

What Lila wants to be more than anything else in 
the world is . . . a Firework-Maker! 

But firework-making is not just about being able to 
make Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. 
There is also one special secret: every Firework-
Maker must make a perilous journey to face the 
terrifying Fire-Fiend! 

Not knowing that she needs special protection to 
survive the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off alone. 
Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white 
elephant - race after her. But can they possibly 
reach her in time?



Reading Book Ideas - Year Four 
Holes: Discover a Hidden World  

by Jonathan Litton 

Discover a hidden world. Delve into this fascinating 
book of holes to discover a world of burrows and 
boreholes, subways and sinkholes. From the 
mythical and mysterious to household and human 
holes, find out what makes a hole a hole and how 
they shape our world.

Heroes: Incredible true stories of courageous 
animals by David Long 

For as long as there have been wars, animals have 
been out there saving lives. Courageous dogs, 
cats, birds, horses, and even a bear have shown 
courage and devotion, and this book tells you their 
extraordinary stories. 
Includes the story of Jet the Alsatian who became 
a hero of the Blitz, pulling survivors from burning 
rubble, night after night. Gallipoli Murphy, the 
donkey who served as an ambulance. Simon, the 
cat who saved his crew. And many, many more. 
These animals help us to remember that not all 
heroes are human.

The Suitcase Kid by Jacqueline Wilson 

When my parents split up they didn't know what to 
do with me . . . 

My family always lived at Mulberry Cottage. Mum, 
Dad, me - and Radish, my Sylvanian rabbit. But 
now Mum lives with Bill the Baboon and his three 
kids. Dad lives with Carrie and her twins. And 
where do I live? I live out of a suitcase. One week 
with Mum's new family, one week with Dad's.  

It's as easy as A B C. That's what everyone says. 
But all I want is to go home - back to Mulberry 
Cottage…

I, Cosmo by Carlie Sorosiak 

The story of one dog's attempt to save his family, 
become a star, and eat a lot of bacon. 

Cosmo's family is falling apart. And it's up to 
Cosmo to keep them together. He knows exactly 
what to do. There's only one problem. Cosmo is a 
Golden Retriever. 

Wise, funny, and filled with warmth and heart, this 
is Charlotte's Web meets Little Miss Sunshine - a 
moving, beautiful story, with a wonderfully unique 
hero, from an incredible new voice in middle grade 
fiction.

https://www.waterstones.com/book/charlottes-web/e-b-white/garth-williams/9780141354828


Reading Book Ideas - Year Five 
The Cloud Horse Chronicles: Guardians of 

Magic by Chris Riddell 

For as long as anyone can remember, children 
have made a wish on a cloud horse, never quite 
believing that their wishes will come true. But times 
are changing. The future of magic is in danger. 
Enemies are working together to destroy it – 
especially the magic of nature and its most 
powerful source, The Forever Tree. Unless three 
brave children fight back and believe in the 
impossible, soon magic and the cloud horses will 
be gone. Zam, Phoebe and Bathsheba don't yet 
know how powerful they are . . .

Empire's End: A Roman Story by Leila Rasheed 

When, Camilla, a young North African girl travels with 
her mother and father from Leptis Magna to Rome in 
207 AD, she believes that she is going to the centre of 
the world. But just a few months later, the little family is 
dispatched to the very edge of it: Britannica. Tragedy 
strikes and, left alone with the Empress while her father 
travels north, Camilla has to navigate the tricky world of 
of secrets and danger in this cold place she must now 
call home. 

In this heart-stopping adventure based on real 
historical events, Leila Rasheed shows us a dangerous 
and intriguing time in Britain that's sure to fascinate 
young readers. 

Part of the ‘Voices’ book series. 

Boy Giant: Son of Gulliver by Michael Morpurgo 

“We were the truth of our own story. 
Me, and the two tiny people on my shoulder, in the 
middle of the sea…” 

War has forced Omar and his mother to leave their 
home in Afghanistan and venture across the sea to 
Europe. When their boat sinks, and Omar finds himself 
alone, with no hope of rescue, it seems as if his story 
has come to an end. 
  

But it is only just beginning. 
Because in the end, a little hope makes a big 
difference… 

A thrilling adventure inspired by the classic story of 
Gulliver’s Travels, this is also a gripping modern 
narrative of rescue and refuge. A book about breaking 
down walls, at a time when many are trying to build 
them.And a timeless reminder of humanity’s infinite 
capacity for good… even when those humans are very 
small indeed.

The Extremely Inconvenient Adventures of 
Bronte Mettlestone by Jaclyn Moriarty 

Bronte Mettlestone is ten years old when her parents 
are killed by pirates. 

This does not bother her particularly: her parents ran 
away to have adventures when she was a baby. She 
has been raised by her Aunt Isabelle, with assistance 
from the Butler, and has spent a pleasant childhood of 
afternoon teas and riding lessons. Now, however, her 
parents have left detailed instructions for Bronte in their 
will. (Instructions that, annoyingly, have been reinforced 
with faery cross-stitch, which means that if she doesn't 
complete them, terrible things could happen!) She 
travels the kingdoms, perfectly alone, delivering gifts to 
ten other aunts: a farmer aunt who owns an orange 
orchard, a veterinarian aunt who specializes in dragon 
care, a pair of aunts who captain a cruise ship, and a 
former rock star aunt who is now the reigning monarch 
of a small kingdom. 

But as she travels from aunt to aunt, Bronte suspects 
there might be more to this journey than the simple 
delivery of treasure.



Reading Book Ideas - Year Five 
The Fowl Twins by Eoin Colfer 

Myles and Beckett Fowl are twins but the two boys are 
wildly different. Beckett is blonde, messy and sulks 
whenever he has to wear clothes. Myles is impeccably 
neat, has an IQ of 170, and 3D prints a fresh suit every 
day – just like his older brother, Artemis Fowl. 
A week after their eleventh birthday the twins are left in 
the care of house security system, NANNI, for a single 
night. In that time, they befriend a troll on the run from a 
nefarious nobleman and an interrogating nun both of 
whom need the magical creature for their own gain . . . 
Prepare for an epic adventure in which The Fowl Twins 
and their new troll friend escape, get shot at, 
kidnapped, buried, arrested, threatened, killed 
(temporarily) . . . and discover that the strongest bond in 
the world is not the one forged by covalent electrons in 
adjacent atoms, but the one that exists between a pair 
of twins. 

A spin off of the brilliant series ‘Artemis Fowl’. 

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 

I'm sorry to say that the book you are holding in your 
hands is extremely unpleasant. It tells an unhappy tale 
about three very unlucky children. Even though they are 
charming and clever, the Baudelaire siblings lead lives 
filled with misery and woe. From the very first page of 
this book when the children are at the beach and 
receive terrible news, continuing on through the entire 
story, disaster lurks at their heels. One might say they 
are magnets for misfortune. 

In this short book alone, the three youngsters encounter 
a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 
disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune, and cold 
porridge for breakfast. 

It is my sad duty to write down these unpleasant tales, 
but there is nothing stopping you from putting this book 
down at once and reading something happy, if you 
prefer that sort of thing. 

The first book in ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’. 

Orion Lost by Alastair Chisholm 

The transport ship Orion is four months out of Earth 
when catastrophe strikes - leaving the ship and 
everyone on board stranded in deep space. Suddenly 
it's up to thirteen-year-old Beth and her friends to 
navigate through treacherous and uncharted territory 
to reach safety. But a heavily-damaged ship, space 
pirates, a mysterious alien species, and an artificial 
intelligence that Beth doesn't know if she can trust 
means that getting home has never been so difficult...  

Hugely gripping, with incredible twists and a fast-
paced, action-packed story, this is an unputdownable 
science fiction adventure - perfect for fans of Mortal 
Engines and Star Wars.

My Name is Book by John Agard 

Quirky and humorous, part poetry, part reflection, this is 
the story of the book told by none other than Book 
himself! This extraordinary character begins by 
reminding us of his origins in oral story and clay tablets, 
then ponders on papyrus, parchment and paper, and 
on being a scroll who finally gets a spine. We see him 
lovingly illuminated by monks in medieval monasteries, 
then witness the massive changes brought about by 
the invention of the printing press, and the coming of 
paperbacks and e-books in the 20th century. But 
Book's not a straightforwardly chronological chap; he 
can't help musing - and his musings, whether they're on 
the evolution of the alphabet, libraries, book-burning or 
blurbs, are delightful and thought-provoking.



Reading Book Ideas - Year Five 
A Time Traveller’s Guide to Life, the Universe & 

Everything by Dr Ian Flitcroft 

Journey through space and time on a beam of 
light with the ultimate travel guide: Albert Einstein! 

Einstein said his first ideas about relativity came 
from looking in the mirror and wondering what it 
would be like to chase after a beam of light. In this 
graphic novel, he invites us on just such a journey 
through the universe . . . and beyond. 

Along the way, you’ll learn about the science 
behind everything from the origins of the universe 
to black holes, climate change, evolution vs. 
intelligent design, and the meaning of life.

Brightstorm: A Sky-Ship Adventure 
 by Vashti Hardy 

Twins Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word in 
Lontown that their famous explorer father has died in a 
failed attempt to reach the southernmost point in the 
world. Not only that, but he has been accused of 
stealing fuel before he died! 
The twins don't believe the news, and they answer an 
ad to join a new attempt to reach South Polaris. It's their 
only hope of learning the truth ... and salvaging their 
family's reputation. 
As the winged ship Aurora sets sail, the twins must 
keep their wits about them and prove themselves 
worthy of the rest of the crew. But will Arthur and 
Maudie find the answers they seek? 

This book has a sequel- ‘Darkwhispers’

Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

Nobody visits Eerie-on-Sea in the winter. Especially not 
when darkness falls and the wind howls around Maw 
Rocks and the wreck of the battleship Leviathan, where 
even now some swear they have seen the unctuous 
Malamander creep… 

Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand 
Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost things to their 
rightful owners is not easy – especially when the lost 
thing is not a thing at all, but a girl. No one knows what 
happened to Violet Parma’s parents twelve years ago, 
and when she engages Herbie to help her find them, 
the pair discover that their disappearance might have 
something to do with the legendary sea-monster, the 
Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has always been a 
mysteriously chilling place, where strange stories seem 
to wash up. And it just got stranger… 

The first book in ‘The Legends of Eerie-on-Sea’.

The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross 

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters she thinks her 
biggest problem will be fitting in with her foster-
brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. However, once she starts at 
her new school it's clear that there's more to worry 
about. All the children, apart from a handful including 
Lloyd and Harvey, are too well-behaved-robotic almost-
and oddly keen to please the creepy headmaster.  

The three children set out to discover the nature of his 
influence over everyone . . . but then Dinah finds herself 
saying and doing things she has no power over. Soon 
they uncover the headmaster's wicked plan. Controlling 
the school is just a practice run. He has set his sights on 
dominating the entire nation! The children must foil him 
before he succeeds . . . but with Dinah under his spell 
they've got a challenge on their hands. 

The first book in the ‘Demon Headmaster’ series. 



Reading Book Ideas - Year Six 
Absolutely Everything!: A History of Earth, 

Dinosaurs, Rulers, Robots and Other Things 
Too Numerous to Mention by Christopher Lloyd 

How was our universe made from a tiny speck of 
energy? Where did the first trees, plants, animals and 
humans come from? What happened to the dinosaurs? 
What was so miserable about medieval times? How 
were railroads and electricity invented? What are the 
perils of global warming? 

From the Neanderthals to the Wright Brothers, from the 
Silk Trade to the Industrial Revolution, from dinosaurs to 
plastic, embark on an entertaining journey across 
millennia and continents. With photos, illustrations, 
timelines and maps in every chapter, there is no better 
way to understand the earth's entire history than with 
this captivating book by Christopher Lloyd, author of 
the bestselling What on Earth Happened?.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe  
by C. S. Lewis 

Four adventurous siblings―Peter, Susan, Edmund, and 
Lucy Pevensie― step through a wardrobe door and 
into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter 
and enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But 
when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, 
Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great sacrifice. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the second 
book in C. S. Lewis’s classic fantasy series, which has 
been drawing readers of all ages into a magical land 
with unforgettable characters for over sixty years. This 
is a stand-alone read, but if you would like to explore 
more of the Narnian realm, pick up The Horse and His 
Boy, the third book in The Chronicles of Narnia.

The Girl of Ink & Stars  
by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Isabella Riosse is the daughter of a cartographer who 
lives on the island of Joya; an isle both steeped in 
mythology and shrouded in mystery. For the last thirty 
years, a strict Governor has forbidden the island 
inhabitants from venturing beyond their small township. 

Isabella is fascinated with the ancient myths of Joya, 
which is said to have once floated freely over the seas. 
Preoccupied with ideas of exploration and inspired by 
the far-flung places her father once documented, 
she yearns for adventure. 

When her best friend Lupe runs away, disappearing 
into the forbidden forest, Isabella volunteers to bring 
her back. With only her knowledge of ancient myths 
and one of her father’s maps to guide her, Isabella 
ventures into the perilous world beyond, where 
monsters lurk and magical rivers run.

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross MacKenzie 

When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in 
Glasgow, orphan Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite 
by accident. Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- 
and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a 
breathtaking world of magic and enchantment. 
Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns the 
secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of 
passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain 
wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. 
But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the 
past threatens everything, the Emporium and all its 
wonders begin to crumble. Can Daniel save his home, 
and his new friends, before the Nowhere Emporium is 
destroyed forever?  

Ross MacKenzie unleashes a riot of imagination, colour 
and fantasy in this astonishing adventure, perfect for 
fans of Philip Pullman, Cornelia Funke and Neil Gaiman.



Reading Book Ideas - Year Six 
SilverFin by Charlie Higson 

Before the name became a legend. Before the boy 
became a man. Meet Bond. James Bond. 

There's something in the water at Loch Silverfin. 
Something deadly. Something that must be kept 
secret... 

It's James Bond's first day at Eton, and he's already met 
his first enemy. This is the start of an adventure that will 
take him from the school playing fields to the remote 
shores of Loch Silverfin and a terrifying discovery that 
threatens to unleash a new breed of warfare. 

‘SilverFin’ is the first explosive book in Charlie Higson's 
bestselling ‘Young Bond’ series.

The Borrowers by Mary Norton 

The Borrowers live in the secret places of quiet old 
houses; behind the mantelpiece, inside the 
harpsichord, under the kitchen clock. They own nothing, 
borrow everything, and think that human beings were 
invented just to do the dirty work. Arrietty's father, Pod, 
was an expert Borrower. He could scale curtains using 
a hatpin, and bring back a doll's teacup without 
breaking it. Girls weren't supposed to go borrowing but 
as Arrietty was an only child her father broke the rule, 
and then something happened which changed their 
lives. She made friends with the human boy living in the 
house… 

This book has a sequel- ‘The Borrowers Afloat’ 

Darwin's Dragons by Lindsay Galvin 

1835. Syms Covington has landed the job of a 
lifetime - cabin boy and fiddler on Charles Darwin's 
Beagle. But when he is separated from the crew 
during a storm, his life takes a truly extraordinary 
turn. Shipwrecked on a Galapagos island, he 
makes a discovery that could change the world - 
and make his fortune. But should he share his find, 
or will it lead to the extinction of a legendary 
species? There's one person who could help, but 
he's busy writing a book … 

How to Train Your Dragon meets natural history - 
with real science!

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson 

They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I 
was found - only a few people know about that. They 
call me Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong. 

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has 
always wondered about where she is from. She tries to 
ignore the strange whispers and looks from the 
villagers, wishing she was as strong on the inside as she 
is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her house, 
looking for answers about who she really is, a journey 
far beyond one that she ever imagined begins: from icy 
rivers to smouldering mountains meeting an ever-
growing herd of extraordinary friends along the way. 

Interwoven with traditional stories of bears, princesses 
and dragons, Yanka's journey is a gorgeously lyrical 
adventure from the best-selling author of ‘The House 
With Chicken Legs.’



Reading Book Ideas - Year Six 
The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, 
with no desire to travel far from the comforts of 
home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a 
band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his 
services – as a burglar – on a dangerous 
expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the 
dragon. Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again. 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo, a 
peace-loving hobbit, who embarks on a strange 
and magical adventure. 

This book is a prequel to ‘The Lord of the Rings’ 
Trilogy. 

Professor Astro Cats Atomic Adventure 
 by Ben Newman and Dominic Walliman 

Class is in session, and the subject is physics. The 
teacher? He’s the smartest cat in the galaxy! 

Professor Astro Cat takes a journey through the 
world of physics, looking at the basic laws of the 
universe, the fundamental rules that describe the 
nature of our world and beyond. From the wind 
rustling through the trees, to the sun that keeps us 
warm, to food that gives us energy to play, physics 
is all around us all the time! 

Learn about energy, forces and the building blocks 
of you, me and the universe in this mind blowing… 
Atomic Adventure!

Pirates: Dead Men's Tales by Anne Rooney 

In Pirates: Dead Men's Tales, we explore pirates 
throughout history and across the globe. We come 
face-to-face with some of the most villainous and 
scurrilous rogues ever to sail the seven seas. 
Included are the notorious Blackbeard, who 
terrorised the Caribbean and the Atlantic 
seaboard of America until he met his end in a 
dramatic shoot-out; and Captain Kidd, who might 
be the unluckiest pirate of all time, and whose 
legendary treasure is still sought after. Lavish 
hand-drawn illustrations bring the real life stories of 
legendary pirate-rogues to life. With in-depth 
pirate profiles and highly visual maps and explore 
all the incredible details of life as a pirate on the 
high seas.

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 

In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected 
ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels out 
of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia 
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly 
lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori 
Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister, 
Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens 
wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different 
so he can concentrate on basketball. 

They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank 
that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of 
a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on 
an epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, 
smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a 
rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and 
friendship blooms.




