
Reading Book Ideas - Year Four 
Glitch by Sarah Grayley 

Izzy has an incredible secret -- she can enter the world 
of her new video game! 
She meets Rae, a robot who says Izzy is destined to 
save Dungeon City from the Big Boss. 
How is this possible?! And how can she fight for this 
virtual world when she's got a whole real life to keep up 
with: her family (though she could do without her mom's 
annoying cat), and her best friend, Eric. 
Things get even weirder when Izzy loses a life while 
inside the game, and she starts to worry about what 
might happen if she gets a Game Over for good. 
Meanwhile, Eric has been super upset with Izzy since 
she's been keeping secrets and bailing on their plans. 
Can Izzy survive Dungeon City and save their 
friendship?..

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. 
Where had he come from? Nobody knows. 
How was he made? Nobody knows. 

Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful 
destruction by the Iron Man and set a trap for him, 
but he cannot be kept down. Then, when a terrible 
monster from outer space threatens to lay waste 
to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way to 
save the world.

Gut Garden: A Journey into the Wonderful 
World of Your Microbiome by Katie Brosnan 

Within our bodies hides an entire world of 
organisms called microbes. They digest our food 
and protect our immune systems, and without 
them, we would die. Through Katie Brosnan s 
personable illustrations, we follow the digestive 
process from the moment the food enters our 
mouths to the moment the waste leaves our 
bodies. Along the way we are introduced to a 
variety of microbes good and bad and gain an 
insight into the vast ecosystem that exists inside 
us. 

Operation Gadgetman! by Malorie Blackman 

Beans calls her dad 'Gadgetman' because of the 
weird and wonderful gadgets he comes up with - 
everything from exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But 
when Gadgetman accidentally invents a device 
that could be used to steal millions of pounds, the 
wrong people find out and Gadgetman is 
kidnapped!With the help of her friends - and her 
special Gadgetman Spy Kit - Beans is determined 
to track down the kidnappers and rescue her dad. 
But can she find Gadgetman before he is forced to 
hand over the details of his invention...?
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How To Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish 
Viking with a longish name. Hiccup's father is chief of 
the Hairy Hooligan tribe which means Hiccup is the 
Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan throne - but 
most of the time Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, 
finding it hard to be a Hero.  

In the first How to Train Your Dragon book Hiccup must 
lead ten novices in their initiation into the Hairy 
Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their dragons or be 
BANISHED from the tribe FOR EVER! 

But what if Hiccup's dragon resembles an ickle brown 
bunny with wings? And has NO TEETH? The 
Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus is stirring and wants 
to devour every Viking on the Isle of Berk . . . 
Can Hiccup save the tribe - and become a Hero?

Max and the Millions by Ross Montgomery 

Max is used to spending time alone - it's difficult to 
make friends in a big, chaotic school when you're 
deaf. He prefers to give his attention to the little 
things in life . . . like making awesome, detailed 
replica models. 
Then Mr Darrow, the school caretaker and fellow 
modeller, goes missing. Max must follow his parting 
instruction: 'Go to my room. You'll know what to do.' 
There on the floor he finds a pile of sand . . . and in 
the sand is Mr Darrow's latest creation . . . a tiny 
boy, no bigger than a raisin, Luke, Prince of the 
Blues. And behind the tiny boy . . . millions of others 
- a thriving, bustling, sprawling civilization!

The Diamond Brothers in The Falcon's 
Malteser by Anthony Horowitz 

When a dwarf comes into the office and leaves a 
package, Tim Diamond, the world's worst private-
detective, is faced with his toughest case yet. The 
office is ransacked and the package is found to 
contain simply a box of Maltesers. Who was the 
dwarf  and why was he murdered shortly after his 
visit? 

The first book in the ‘Diamond Brothers Mystery’ 
series. 

The Firework Maker's Daughter  
by Philip Pullman 

What Lila wants to be more than anything else in 
the world is . . . a Firework-Maker! 

But firework-making is not just about being able to 
make Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. 
There is also one special secret: every Firework-
Maker must make a perilous journey to face the 
terrifying Fire-Fiend! 

Not knowing that she needs special protection to 
survive the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off alone. 
Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white 
elephant - race after her. But can they possibly 
reach her in time?
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Holes: Discover a Hidden World  

by Jonathan Litton 

Discover a hidden world. Delve into this fascinating 
book of holes to discover a world of burrows and 
boreholes, subways and sinkholes. From the 
mythical and mysterious to household and human 
holes, find out what makes a hole a hole and how 
they shape our world.

Heroes: Incredible true stories of courageous 
animals by David Long 

For as long as there have been wars, animals have 
been out there saving lives. Courageous dogs, 
cats, birds, horses, and even a bear have shown 
courage and devotion, and this book tells you their 
extraordinary stories. 
Includes the story of Jet the Alsatian who became 
a hero of the Blitz, pulling survivors from burning 
rubble, night after night. Gallipoli Murphy, the 
donkey who served as an ambulance. Simon, the 
cat who saved his crew. And many, many more. 
These animals help us to remember that not all 
heroes are human.

The Suitcase Kid by Jacqueline Wilson 

When my parents split up they didn't know what to 
do with me . . . 

My family always lived at Mulberry Cottage. Mum, 
Dad, me - and Radish, my Sylvanian rabbit. But 
now Mum lives with Bill the Baboon and his three 
kids. Dad lives with Carrie and her twins. And 
where do I live? I live out of a suitcase. One week 
with Mum's new family, one week with Dad's.  

It's as easy as A B C. That's what everyone says. 
But all I want is to go home - back to Mulberry 
Cottage…

I, Cosmo by Carlie Sorosiak 

The story of one dog's attempt to save his family, 
become a star, and eat a lot of bacon. 

Cosmo's family is falling apart. And it's up to 
Cosmo to keep them together. He knows exactly 
what to do. There's only one problem. Cosmo is a 
Golden Retriever. 

Wise, funny, and filled with warmth and heart, this 
is Charlotte's Web meets Little Miss Sunshine - a 
moving, beautiful story, with a wonderfully unique 
hero, from an incredible new voice in middle grade 
fiction.

https://www.waterstones.com/book/charlottes-web/e-b-white/garth-williams/9780141354828
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The Cloud Horse Chronicles: Guardians of 

Magic by Chris Riddell 

For as long as anyone can remember, children 
have made a wish on a cloud horse, never quite 
believing that their wishes will come true. But times 
are changing. The future of magic is in danger. 
Enemies are working together to destroy it – 
especially the magic of nature and its most 
powerful source, The Forever Tree. Unless three 
brave children fight back and believe in the 
impossible, soon magic and the cloud horses will 
be gone. Zam, Phoebe and Bathsheba don't yet 
know how powerful they are . . .

Empire's End: A Roman Story by Leila Rasheed 

When, Camilla, a young North African girl travels with 
her mother and father from Leptis Magna to Rome in 
207 AD, she believes that she is going to the centre of 
the world. But just a few months later, the little family is 
dispatched to the very edge of it: Britannica. Tragedy 
strikes and, left alone with the Empress while her father 
travels north, Camilla has to navigate the tricky world of 
of secrets and danger in this cold place she must now 
call home. 

In this heart-stopping adventure based on real 
historical events, Leila Rasheed shows us a dangerous 
and intriguing time in Britain that's sure to fascinate 
young readers. 

Part of the ‘Voices’ book series. 

Boy Giant: Son of Gulliver by Michael Morpurgo 

“We were the truth of our own story. 
Me, and the two tiny people on my shoulder, in the 
middle of the sea…” 

War has forced Omar and his mother to leave their 
home in Afghanistan and venture across the sea to 
Europe. When their boat sinks, and Omar finds himself 
alone, with no hope of rescue, it seems as if his story 
has come to an end. 
  

But it is only just beginning. 
Because in the end, a little hope makes a big 
difference… 

A thrilling adventure inspired by the classic story of 
Gulliver’s Travels, this is also a gripping modern 
narrative of rescue and refuge. A book about breaking 
down walls, at a time when many are trying to build 
them.And a timeless reminder of humanity’s infinite 
capacity for good… even when those humans are very 
small indeed.

The Extremely Inconvenient Adventures of 
Bronte Mettlestone by Jaclyn Moriarty 

Bronte Mettlestone is ten years old when her parents 
are killed by pirates. 

This does not bother her particularly: her parents ran 
away to have adventures when she was a baby. She 
has been raised by her Aunt Isabelle, with assistance 
from the Butler, and has spent a pleasant childhood of 
afternoon teas and riding lessons. Now, however, her 
parents have left detailed instructions for Bronte in their 
will. (Instructions that, annoyingly, have been reinforced 
with faery cross-stitch, which means that if she doesn't 
complete them, terrible things could happen!) She 
travels the kingdoms, perfectly alone, delivering gifts to 
ten other aunts: a farmer aunt who owns an orange 
orchard, a veterinarian aunt who specializes in dragon 
care, a pair of aunts who captain a cruise ship, and a 
former rock star aunt who is now the reigning monarch 
of a small kingdom. 

But as she travels from aunt to aunt, Bronte suspects 
there might be more to this journey than the simple 
delivery of treasure.
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The Fowl Twins by Eoin Colfer 

Myles and Beckett Fowl are twins but the two boys are 
wildly different. Beckett is blonde, messy and sulks 
whenever he has to wear clothes. Myles is impeccably 
neat, has an IQ of 170, and 3D prints a fresh suit every 
day – just like his older brother, Artemis Fowl. 
A week after their eleventh birthday the twins are left in 
the care of house security system, NANNI, for a single 
night. In that time, they befriend a troll on the run from a 
nefarious nobleman and an interrogating nun both of 
whom need the magical creature for their own gain . . . 
Prepare for an epic adventure in which The Fowl Twins 
and their new troll friend escape, get shot at, 
kidnapped, buried, arrested, threatened, killed 
(temporarily) . . . and discover that the strongest bond in 
the world is not the one forged by covalent electrons in 
adjacent atoms, but the one that exists between a pair 
of twins. 

A spin off of the brilliant series ‘Artemis Fowl’. 

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 

I'm sorry to say that the book you are holding in your 
hands is extremely unpleasant. It tells an unhappy tale 
about three very unlucky children. Even though they are 
charming and clever, the Baudelaire siblings lead lives 
filled with misery and woe. From the very first page of 
this book when the children are at the beach and 
receive terrible news, continuing on through the entire 
story, disaster lurks at their heels. One might say they 
are magnets for misfortune. 

In this short book alone, the three youngsters encounter 
a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 
disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune, and cold 
porridge for breakfast. 

It is my sad duty to write down these unpleasant tales, 
but there is nothing stopping you from putting this book 
down at once and reading something happy, if you 
prefer that sort of thing. 

The first book in ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’. 

Orion Lost by Alastair Chisholm 

The transport ship Orion is four months out of Earth 
when catastrophe strikes - leaving the ship and 
everyone on board stranded in deep space. Suddenly 
it's up to thirteen-year-old Beth and her friends to 
navigate through treacherous and uncharted territory 
to reach safety. But a heavily-damaged ship, space 
pirates, a mysterious alien species, and an artificial 
intelligence that Beth doesn't know if she can trust 
means that getting home has never been so difficult...  

Hugely gripping, with incredible twists and a fast-
paced, action-packed story, this is an unputdownable 
science fiction adventure - perfect for fans of Mortal 
Engines and Star Wars.

My Name is Book by John Agard 

Quirky and humorous, part poetry, part reflection, this is 
the story of the book told by none other than Book 
himself! This extraordinary character begins by 
reminding us of his origins in oral story and clay tablets, 
then ponders on papyrus, parchment and paper, and 
on being a scroll who finally gets a spine. We see him 
lovingly illuminated by monks in medieval monasteries, 
then witness the massive changes brought about by 
the invention of the printing press, and the coming of 
paperbacks and e-books in the 20th century. But 
Book's not a straightforwardly chronological chap; he 
can't help musing - and his musings, whether they're on 
the evolution of the alphabet, libraries, book-burning or 
blurbs, are delightful and thought-provoking.
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A Time Traveller’s Guide to Life, the Universe & 

Everything by Dr Ian Flitcroft 

Journey through space and time on a beam of 
light with the ultimate travel guide: Albert Einstein! 

Einstein said his first ideas about relativity came 
from looking in the mirror and wondering what it 
would be like to chase after a beam of light. In this 
graphic novel, he invites us on just such a journey 
through the universe . . . and beyond. 

Along the way, you’ll learn about the science 
behind everything from the origins of the universe 
to black holes, climate change, evolution vs. 
intelligent design, and the meaning of life.

Brightstorm: A Sky-Ship Adventure 
 by Vashti Hardy 

Twins Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word in 
Lontown that their famous explorer father has died in a 
failed attempt to reach the southernmost point in the 
world. Not only that, but he has been accused of 
stealing fuel before he died! 
The twins don't believe the news, and they answer an 
ad to join a new attempt to reach South Polaris. It's their 
only hope of learning the truth ... and salvaging their 
family's reputation. 
As the winged ship Aurora sets sail, the twins must 
keep their wits about them and prove themselves 
worthy of the rest of the crew. But will Arthur and 
Maudie find the answers they seek? 

This book has a sequel- ‘Darkwhispers’

Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

Nobody visits Eerie-on-Sea in the winter. Especially not 
when darkness falls and the wind howls around Maw 
Rocks and the wreck of the battleship Leviathan, where 
even now some swear they have seen the unctuous 
Malamander creep… 

Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand 
Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost things to their 
rightful owners is not easy – especially when the lost 
thing is not a thing at all, but a girl. No one knows what 
happened to Violet Parma’s parents twelve years ago, 
and when she engages Herbie to help her find them, 
the pair discover that their disappearance might have 
something to do with the legendary sea-monster, the 
Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has always been a 
mysteriously chilling place, where strange stories seem 
to wash up. And it just got stranger… 

The first book in ‘The Legends of Eerie-on-Sea’.

The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross 

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters she thinks her 
biggest problem will be fitting in with her foster-
brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. However, once she starts at 
her new school it's clear that there's more to worry 
about. All the children, apart from a handful including 
Lloyd and Harvey, are too well-behaved-robotic almost-
and oddly keen to please the creepy headmaster.  

The three children set out to discover the nature of his 
influence over everyone . . . but then Dinah finds herself 
saying and doing things she has no power over. Soon 
they uncover the headmaster's wicked plan. Controlling 
the school is just a practice run. He has set his sights on 
dominating the entire nation! The children must foil him 
before he succeeds . . . but with Dinah under his spell 
they've got a challenge on their hands. 

The first book in the ‘Demon Headmaster’ series. 




