
Reading Book Ideas - Year Six 
Absolutely Everything!: A History of Earth, 

Dinosaurs, Rulers, Robots and Other Things 
Too Numerous to Mention by Christopher Lloyd 

How was our universe made from a tiny speck of 
energy? Where did the first trees, plants, animals and 
humans come from? What happened to the dinosaurs? 
What was so miserable about medieval times? How 
were railroads and electricity invented? What are the 
perils of global warming? 

From the Neanderthals to the Wright Brothers, from the 
Silk Trade to the Industrial Revolution, from dinosaurs to 
plastic, embark on an entertaining journey across 
millennia and continents. With photos, illustrations, 
timelines and maps in every chapter, there is no better 
way to understand the earth's entire history than with 
this captivating book by Christopher Lloyd, author of 
the bestselling What on Earth Happened?.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe  
by C. S. Lewis 

Four adventurous siblings―Peter, Susan, Edmund, and 
Lucy Pevensie― step through a wardrobe door and 
into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter 
and enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But 
when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, 
Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great sacrifice. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the second 
book in C. S. Lewis’s classic fantasy series, which has 
been drawing readers of all ages into a magical land 
with unforgettable characters for over sixty years. This 
is a stand-alone read, but if you would like to explore 
more of the Narnian realm, pick up The Horse and His 
Boy, the third book in The Chronicles of Narnia.

The Girl of Ink & Stars  
by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Isabella Riosse is the daughter of a cartographer who 
lives on the island of Joya; an isle both steeped in 
mythology and shrouded in mystery. For the last thirty 
years, a strict Governor has forbidden the island 
inhabitants from venturing beyond their small township. 

Isabella is fascinated with the ancient myths of Joya, 
which is said to have once floated freely over the seas. 
Preoccupied with ideas of exploration and inspired by 
the far-flung places her father once documented, 
she yearns for adventure. 

When her best friend Lupe runs away, disappearing 
into the forbidden forest, Isabella volunteers to bring 
her back. With only her knowledge of ancient myths 
and one of her father’s maps to guide her, Isabella 
ventures into the perilous world beyond, where 
monsters lurk and magical rivers run.

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross MacKenzie 

When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in 
Glasgow, orphan Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite 
by accident. Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- 
and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a 
breathtaking world of magic and enchantment. 
Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns the 
secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of 
passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain 
wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. 
But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the 
past threatens everything, the Emporium and all its 
wonders begin to crumble. Can Daniel save his home, 
and his new friends, before the Nowhere Emporium is 
destroyed forever?  

Ross MacKenzie unleashes a riot of imagination, colour 
and fantasy in this astonishing adventure, perfect for 
fans of Philip Pullman, Cornelia Funke and Neil Gaiman.
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SilverFin by Charlie Higson 

Before the name became a legend. Before the boy 
became a man. Meet Bond. James Bond. 

There's something in the water at Loch Silverfin. 
Something deadly. Something that must be kept 
secret... 

It's James Bond's first day at Eton, and he's already met 
his first enemy. This is the start of an adventure that will 
take him from the school playing fields to the remote 
shores of Loch Silverfin and a terrifying discovery that 
threatens to unleash a new breed of warfare. 

‘SilverFin’ is the first explosive book in Charlie Higson's 
bestselling ‘Young Bond’ series.

The Borrowers by Mary Norton 

The Borrowers live in the secret places of quiet old 
houses; behind the mantelpiece, inside the 
harpsichord, under the kitchen clock. They own nothing, 
borrow everything, and think that human beings were 
invented just to do the dirty work. Arrietty's father, Pod, 
was an expert Borrower. He could scale curtains using 
a hatpin, and bring back a doll's teacup without 
breaking it. Girls weren't supposed to go borrowing but 
as Arrietty was an only child her father broke the rule, 
and then something happened which changed their 
lives. She made friends with the human boy living in the 
house… 

This book has a sequel- ‘The Borrowers Afloat’ 

Darwin's Dragons by Lindsay Galvin 

1835. Syms Covington has landed the job of a 
lifetime - cabin boy and fiddler on Charles Darwin's 
Beagle. But when he is separated from the crew 
during a storm, his life takes a truly extraordinary 
turn. Shipwrecked on a Galapagos island, he 
makes a discovery that could change the world - 
and make his fortune. But should he share his find, 
or will it lead to the extinction of a legendary 
species? There's one person who could help, but 
he's busy writing a book … 

How to Train Your Dragon meets natural history - 
with real science!

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson 

They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I 
was found - only a few people know about that. They 
call me Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong. 

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has 
always wondered about where she is from. She tries to 
ignore the strange whispers and looks from the 
villagers, wishing she was as strong on the inside as she 
is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her house, 
looking for answers about who she really is, a journey 
far beyond one that she ever imagined begins: from icy 
rivers to smouldering mountains meeting an ever-
growing herd of extraordinary friends along the way. 

Interwoven with traditional stories of bears, princesses 
and dragons, Yanka's journey is a gorgeously lyrical 
adventure from the best-selling author of ‘The House 
With Chicken Legs.’
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The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, 
with no desire to travel far from the comforts of 
home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a 
band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his 
services – as a burglar – on a dangerous 
expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the 
dragon. Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again. 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo, a 
peace-loving hobbit, who embarks on a strange 
and magical adventure. 

This book is a prequel to ‘The Lord of the Rings’ 
Trilogy. 

Professor Astro Cats Atomic Adventure 
 by Ben Newman and Dominic Walliman 

Class is in session, and the subject is physics. The 
teacher? He’s the smartest cat in the galaxy! 

Professor Astro Cat takes a journey through the 
world of physics, looking at the basic laws of the 
universe, the fundamental rules that describe the 
nature of our world and beyond. From the wind 
rustling through the trees, to the sun that keeps us 
warm, to food that gives us energy to play, physics 
is all around us all the time! 

Learn about energy, forces and the building blocks 
of you, me and the universe in this mind blowing… 
Atomic Adventure!

Pirates: Dead Men's Tales by Anne Rooney 

In Pirates: Dead Men's Tales, we explore pirates 
throughout history and across the globe. We come 
face-to-face with some of the most villainous and 
scurrilous rogues ever to sail the seven seas. 
Included are the notorious Blackbeard, who 
terrorised the Caribbean and the Atlantic 
seaboard of America until he met his end in a 
dramatic shoot-out; and Captain Kidd, who might 
be the unluckiest pirate of all time, and whose 
legendary treasure is still sought after. Lavish 
hand-drawn illustrations bring the real life stories of 
legendary pirate-rogues to life. With in-depth 
pirate profiles and highly visual maps and explore 
all the incredible details of life as a pirate on the 
high seas.

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 

In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected 
ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels out 
of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia 
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly 
lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori 
Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister, 
Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens 
wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different 
so he can concentrate on basketball. 

They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank 
that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of 
a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on 
an epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, 
smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a 
rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and 
friendship blooms.




